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do fulfil, ſo many intricate an 
* accompliſh whilſt they ſojourn here upon 
4 Earth, as if Immortality was on this fide the 


Mart, 45 ver. . 


e therefore no thought for the Mor. 


rom, for the Morrow ſhall tabe thous t 
for the things of it ſelf, ſufficient unto | 


the Day i is the Evil thereof. 


4 H A T Men profeiling Religion, the 
belief of God, and a World to 
come, ſhou' d notwithſtanding with 
ſuch unwearied diligence ſo far pur- 

+ me the enjoyments and advantages of this Life, 


a to have all their Thoughts chain d down to 1 5 


this lower World, has been, and is ſtill, mat- 


ter of the greateſt Wonder and Aſtoniſhment. 


. wel tis appointed for all Men once to = 
: = Heb. 9 tho they brought nothing into ths © 
WE World, 3 oe tis as certain they can carry nothing 5 


out," 1 Tim. 6. 7. yet havethe A many deſires 
h 


idden Deſigns to 


| - Grave, and the * never to leave this fading and : 


„ periſhing Worl 


Hence it was, that 8 of the Hide Philo- 5 


ſophers, to beget in Men an Averſion of diſtrac- 
= ting their Minds with anxious Cares and Diſ- 15 


truſts, have told us, Ve begin to die as ſoon as we 
ein fo live, that our preſent Life is a ſwift . 
from the Womb to the Grave; and the Fſalmiſt 


mz adds, that at the fartheſt diſtance there is but 


| the breadth of a Span, Pfal. 39. 6. betwixt 
I Death and us. 
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Our Bleſfed Saviour ſeeing how ready the 
| beſt of Men were to ſuffer themſelves to be in- 
veigled in thoſe Snares and Temptations, 1 Tim. 


6. 9, 10. which a full and ample Fortune ex- 
poſeth them too, thoſe fooliſh and hurtful Luſts 


which drown Men in Deſtruction and Perdition, 
thoſe Cares and Anxieties whereby the Rich 


do too frequently pierce themſelves through with 


many Sorrows; takes occaſion in the Words of 


the Text to exhort his Hearers, not to be over 


ſolicitous concerning their future Subſiſtence, 
but to adorn themſelves with an Holy Indiffe- 
rence in all worldly Matters, to labour and 
pray for that which is ſufficient for the pre- 
_ 125 and to reſt upon the providence of God, 
for the lucky and proſperous Succeſs of what 
| may happen T 


- - 


That they ſhou'd not anticipate their Cares, | 
nor add unneceſſary troubles to their Lives, 
by being too ſolicitous for that to Day which | 
may be ſoon enough car'd for to Morrow, but 


to free themſelves from all thoſe things which 


may encumber, ſtop, or tie them to the World, 
2nd to believe that in the uſe of fair and lawv- 

ful Means, their Heavenly Father will beſtow on 

en gcenmatoggepns for this 
I! he Text is a perſwaſive to Contentment | 
© and Satisfaction with Divine Providence, 
In Diſcourſing of which, I ſhall, 


I. Shew the Excellency of the Advice given 


by Chriſt in theſe Words, Take no thought for 5 
de Morrow, and explain the meaning of them. 
II. Why that Advice ſhou'd be taken and 


” 


- purſu'd. 5 


III. Here is a Maxim upon which the Ad- 


vice and the Reaſon of it is grounded, ſuffciers | 
SS | REES. 


* 


unte the Day is ile Evil thereof, Lab, 


323133 —— 2 —— 


Laſily, Conſider what Improvement we ought 
% /// 
I. I ſhall ſhew the Excellency of the Advice 
given by Chriſt in theſe Words, Take no thought 
Fer ro Morrow, and Explain the meaning of them. 
The Advice was given not to incourage Idle- 
neſs or Sloath, not that Chriſt requires from 
you actually and abſolutely to quit and leave * 
vour worldly Poſſeſſions, not that you ſhou dd 
totally relinquiſh all your earthly Enjoyments, |: 
your Diligence, Care, Prudence, and Induſ- ö 
try in your particular Callings, and reſerre 
nothing for your ſelves in time to come; not 
that you ſhou'd tale no thought at all for things | 
convenient for you in this Life, and expect 
God ſhou'd rain down 2uails or Manna from 
Heaven, Exod. 16. 13. as he did for the Iſraelites 
of old; or that he ſhou'd feed you by working 
Miracles as he once did the Hungry Multitude, | 
Matt. 14. 19. No, his Meaning is not that yon 
pn ſthou'd be Lazy and Negligent, but the Wor ds 5 1 
C olicitudinem probibet, non laborem,) are boundedl. 
and the right Senſe and Meaning of them is 
this, to reſt contented with your preſent Con- 
dition, and not to murmur at, or miſtruſt Gods 
Providence: That every Man ſhou'd mind 
his own Duty, and pray unto God to vouch 
ſafe his Blefling to the work of the Day he in- 
gageth himſelf in; and to leave the ſucceſs of 
to Morrow to the wiſe diſpoſal of Heaven; 
That Men ſhou'd baniſh out of their Minds al! 
idle thoughts and groundleſs Expectations a? 
bout the uncertain affairs of this preſent Life; 
not create to themſelves ſo many imaginary 
Neceſſities to be ſatisfy d in time to come ; but 
. | as the Protection of the Almighty ever ſince 
+ |  fhey enter d into the World hath furniſh'd them e 
* JJ44E·˙ö 
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_ evil they ſuffer upon his Account. 


A r 


Enjoy the Fruits of 15 Labom. 


X89. 


plentifully in all their wants, ſo to rely and 


depend upon the ſame helping Hand for their 


future Stibliſtence, and in the uſe of honeſt 
Endeavours, to caſt their care upon him, who 


will reward all their good Deeds, and all the 


When our Saviour bids his Diſciples Take no 
Thought for to Moto, his meaning is not that they 
ſhou d neglect thoſe fair and juſtifiable Means 
which according to the Rules of his ordinary 
Providence are moſt proper, ſuitable, and con- 
daucive to obtain that Proviſion which is neceſ- 
ſary as well for themſelves as thoſe that depend 
upon them; but rather that they ſhou d induſ- 
ftriouſly uſe theſe, and having done ſo, repoſe 
their truſt and Confidence in God as to the 
Event. And to move them the more to this 
_ _ fiducial dependance on him, he bids them be- 
Dold the Fowls of the Air, for they Sow not, neither 
4Jao“ð they Reap, nor gather into Barns, and yet our 
Heavenly Father feeds them; and conſider the Lillies 
of the Field, for they toil not, neither do they Spin, 


and yer Solomon in all his Glory Was not array d : 


lite one of theſe. Doth God, faith he, cloath the 3 
. Lillies of the Field, and will be not much more cloath 


en? And thus winding their affections from 


Earth, and moderating their Cares about the 
tmings of this Life, tells them in the cloſe of | 
ais Diſcourſe what it is that is to be their great- 
m_ .0"VXFo ﬀﬀ* me 
One Man Diſquieteth himſelf in vain, Pſal. 
23099. 7. denies Sleep to his Eyes, and Slumber |. 
to his Eye-lids, riſeth early, fits up late, and 
. Eats the Bread of Carefulneſs to heap up Riches; 
and after all his many Cares and reſtleſs Fears, 


4 


knows not who ſhall gather them, or who ſhall 


= 


3 1.9 


He cannot tell whether a Friend or a Foe, a 
Kinſman Or à Stranger, a Wiſe Man or à Fool, a 


Miſer or a Prodigal ſhall ſucceed him in his Poſ- 


ſeſſions; whether the Goods he hath got with 
ſo much Sweat, and the Honours to which he 
ſo ambitiouſly climb'd up with ſo much Paſſion 
and Earneſtneſs, may become Snares or Ad- 


vantages to his Poſterit 7. 


Another grieves for the Time paſt, and 
venxeth and troubles himſelf with ſad and diſ- 
mal Apprehenſions of the Time to come. 
Affairs in Church and State diſcompoſe his 
Spirits, break his Sleep, fret his Mind, and 
render his Life uneaſy, troubleſome, and a 
burden to him. His thoughts are ſo fix d upon 
things which do not in the leaſt belong unto 
dim, that the greateſt part of this Man's Time 
is ſpent in going from Houſe to Houſe, in 
_ vain Enquiries after publick Affairs, and in 
-:,-" hearing and ring News, 
But how contrary are theſe Proceedings to 
the Advice given by Chriſt in the Text, is plain 
and obvious, which enjoins all Chriſtians ro 
ſerve God chearfully and without diſtrattion ; 
however the World goes, to repoſe their Truſt 
and Confidence in him as to the Event; to 
mind every one his own Buſineſs; not to be 


troubled about things that may, or may not 

come to paſs, but to leave that wholly in God's 

| hand; and let him who is the great Manager 

and Diſpoſer of all Affairs both in Church and 

State among us, that ſits at the Helm, and _ 

ſteers humane Affairs, order publick Matters, 

1 and refer the Event to his good Pleaſure, ang 

| _ ſubmit to whatſoever he impoſeth. For by 

5 many are the Devices in the Hearts of Men, neber- 


| theleſs the Counſel of the Lord that ſp.ll and, 


Prov. 19. 21, 
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which makes chem ſuccesfuk, == | 


A Man of ſuch 4 Temper and Reſolution, 


who ſubmits to God's Providence in Times of 
Trouble and Confuſion, who does what belongs 
to him to procure the Favour and Protection of 
Heaven, and avert the Judgments of God, how 
quiet, calm, and uninterrupted is he, when FJ 
Others are almoſt mad and diſtracted to ſet the | 
ff Ay d 
His Heart rejoyceth in a perfect Tranquility) 
of Mind, his Conſcience the Seat of Innocence 
and Peace, like a Wall of Braſs, abides and 
wWithſtands the Noiſe and Fury, the Rage and 
Clamour of ſuch as diſturb the Publick. He 
fears God, and therefore is free from all other 
Fears. Come what will, he ſticks faſt to Re- 
 ligion, believes God to be the Judge and 
 __ Governour of the World, that Kingdoms and 
Empires, as well as particular Perfons, are the 
Objects of his Care and Providence, and there= 
fore he depends altogether upon him for Succels, 
Whois the God of Heaven that rules in the King= | 
dom of Men, Dan. F. 21. and that tis he enly 
who bleſſeth the Counfels and Endeavours of 
Men, or blaſts them, and makes them of no effece. 
There is no King ſav'd by the Multitude of an Hoſh, | 
neither is a mighty Man deli ver d by much Strength. 
 Pfal. 33.16. The Horſe is prepar d againſt the Day 
- of Battel, but ſafety, or as the Margin of the 


: Bible has it, Vickory is of the Lord. Prov. 21, 
; There is no truſting to an Arm of Fleſh, Jer. | 
1575. F. for after the greateſt Preparations in the | 
Affairs of War, and the uſe of vigorous and 
 Hkely Means, the Battel is not always to the 
Strong, Eccleſ. 9. 11. *Tis the Bleſſing of God 
apon our Endeavours, and upon our Deſigns . - 


The truly Religious Man believes this, and 
therefore he prays for the Peace of Feruſalem to 
Day, Pſal. 122. 6. and reſts upon God's Pro- 

vidence for her ſafety to Morrow. He comes 
to Church to Day, and like an humble Peti- 
tioner reverently begs of his Heavenly Father, 
that as he hath ſafely bronght him to the beginning : 
Ff it, ſo he wou'd defend him in the ſame with bis 
Mighty Power ; and that this Day he may fall into 
= mo Sin, neither run into any kind of Danger : And | 
When to Morrow comes, he prays the ſame 
over again, truſting in God's infinite and 
eternal Goodneſs, that Day by Day he ſhall 
be ſecured from all harms till he comes to his 
rb 
1 He knows God will do all for the beſt ; that 
be is a Being of Infinite Wiſdom, . Mercy, 
Jiuſtice and Kindneſs, and will at laſt turn things 
Ido the good of his People, be Affairs in never 
ſo bad a Poſture, and the Proſpect of things _ 
never fo diſmal and melancholly ; and there- 
fore he troubles himſelf no further, but follows 
is Saviour's advice, Take no thought for to Morrow. 
But here ſome may object and ſay, what is 
this but to ſtand ſtill, and in dubious and 
dangerous Times ſuffer our ſelves to be wheed- 
fed into common Ruine and Deſtruction? No, 
| you ought to be concern'd for Publick Affairs 


A * 
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nas well as Private, the Affairs both in Church ß 

and State, to ſeek their Preſervation by Prayer, 

| Faſting and Humiliation for God's Bleſſing uon 
| them; and then to reſt quietly upon the Di- 

|  poſal of his Providence. Your Endeavours law- 

fully made uſe of muſt not be deny d you in the 

| Diſcharge of your Duty in your ſeveral Places 

- and Stations, and you are to contribute what 
in you lies towards the Procuring and Pro- 

ont ones 
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moting the Common and Publick Good. You 
ought to have a reſpet for your Native 
Country, a well guided Zeal for your Ex- 
cellent Church and Eſtabliſh'd Worſhip, an high 
| Regard and Concernment for your ancient Li- 
bertys and Birth-right, and that the welfare of 
| theſe may be tranſmitted to Poſterity. All of 
you ought to have a Senſe of theſe things, and 
implore and beſeech God's Protection and Pre- 
ſervation of them: That which I aim at is, 
That you wou'd live under a conſtant Senſe of 


God, believe his Providence, take him into 


your Counſels, and ask his blefling upon all 
your Deſigns, and leave the Event to him. 
LI. But it is time I proceed to the ſecond 
Particular, the Reaſon why Chriſt's Advice in 
the Text ſhould be follow'd and purſu'd ; For 
be Morrew ſball take thought for the things of it ſelf. 
For a Man to take Care of a thing not yet 
in Being, and when he knows not whether it 
= : will ; be or no, N or ir it ſhou'd come to paſs, = 
whether he ſhall Live to ſee it, is the readieft | 
Way to torment himſelf before the Time, and | 
7 unneceſſary Vexation and Perplexities to his 
Ee Ls Jt Tr | 
Such a one ſtudies and contrives his own 
Unhappineſs, and how to make his Days | 
irkſome, miſerable and troubleſome. No ſooner | 
has he ſpent the Day in Fears and Sollicitude, | 
but he lays himſelf down at Night, and ſlumbers, 
with an unquiet Soul, how things will goon | 
„ ts. AA 
Nou here lies his Miſtake. Our Heavenly | 
Father that gives us Day by Day our 4aily Bread, 
and furniſheth us with all Neceſſaries and Con- 
veniencies of Life, who hath wrought ſo many 
and ſignal Deliverances for us, given us fo ma- 


ny 


(11) 


- 


ny unparalell'd Victories under the ſucceſsful | 
and penetrating Marlborough, (whole Name hath 


been formidable, and a Terrour to the Exorbi- 


tant Power of France,) and whoſe Providence 
has viſibly appear'd in Vindication of his Truth _ 
and Religion, in a conſtant Attendance upon 
| Him, will carry things on to a perfect, ſecure, 
|| - honourable Peace and laſting Settlement: And 
the ſame infinite Wiſdom and Goodnels which 
have concern'd themſelves in your Affairs, and 
taken the Conduct of them in Times paſt, upon 
your future ſeeking his Favour and 1 up- 
on your Undertakings, will fend his Aid and 


Aft 
row. Thus if you be fatisfy'd, and reſt con- 


| trentedwith the Favours and Bleſſings Almighty _ 
God has already beſtow'd upon you, uſe them 
wich Thankſgiving, be grateful to the God of our 
Tue, and of our Salvation, and baniſh out of your 
Minds all inordinate, carking, diſtruſtfull, and 
| > deſponding Thoughts; you may truſt your ; 

Lies, Eftates and Religion with him for the 

future, and in a wile and diligent Uſe of means 
expect that he will vindicate your Wrongs, al- 
ſert your Liberties, take Care of, and favour _ 

3 Four Deſigns, and keep you ſafe under his 
Protection. To what Purpoſe then are all thoſe 
vaſt Deſigns and private Ends ſome worldly and 

politick Men have, which are not to be finiſh'd 
and accompliſhd in an Age? What End do they 
| propoſe to themſelves of their cutting, anxious, 
and immoderate Care and Contrivances to pro- 
I mote their Secular Intereſts ? What do they aim 
at when they run ſo many Dangers, and endure 
ſo many Hardſhips and Inconveniences to ad- 
| vance their Fortunes, encreaſe their Offices, 
| and to purchaſe the Riches and Honours of the 
* e lads 5] 


ance from above, and ſecure them to Mor- 
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LS 
_ Farth ; when the Man who is content with his 
Lot, whoſe Life is a true Contentment, a plea- 
| fant Tranquility, and who firmly believes that 
God governs, orders and over-rules the Affairs 
of the World, is richer, and in a ſafer Conditi- 
on than they? The more ſome Men deſire to 
Day, the more will be wanting to them to 
Morrow. They cannot mind their Souls 
for conſulting about their Bodies, cannot ſerve 
God for making inordinate Applications to Mam- 
mon, nor diſcharge their Duty to Day for think- _ 
ing of their Buſineſs to Morrow: Whereas if 
they pray'd for a Bleſſing upon their Endea- 
Vvours to Day, they might ſecure themſelves of 
to Morrow; for the morrow will take Care of it 
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Our great Creator, who in ſix Days made Hea- 
dien and Harth, the Sea, and all that in them is, per- 
form'd the Work of the Day in its Day; and 
our Bleſſed Saviour never taught us to pray for 
1 the Bread of to Morrow. Give us this day ur 
daily Bread, Matb. 6. 11. are the Words of the Pe- 
tition, in which we are exhorted to reverence 
the infinite Power of God, to depend daily up- 
on his Providence, in whoſe Hands are all things, 
and at whoſe Pleaſure alone they are given, in- 
JJ... 
It is a ſtrange Folly in many reſtleſs, ſubtle, 
crafty, deſigning Men, in being fo ſollicitous 
for to Morrow, when they know not how God 
will diſpoſe of them to Day. An Hoſama 
to Day may end in a Crucife to Morrow: 
All things in this World are inconſtant and un- 
certain; and Valerianm and Andronicus may be 
Emperors to Day, and deſpicable to their Peo- 
ple to Morrow. We are all haſtening to the 
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| Grave, and this Day for any thing we know, | 
may be our laſt, O that Men were wiſe, that 
they wou'd conſider the Uncertainty of their 

Lives, and that at the furtheſt, within a few 

| Years they mult be gone hence, and carry no- 


thing along with them. 


| Riches and Honoprs, Profits and pleaſures, : Te 


ooo 999) x —— —ů — 


J high Dignities and Stations, and other great = 3 


Aol of the World, will all ſigniſy nothing when 

the Body is laid down to reſt in the Grave. 
5 will turn to no Account in that Pit of Cor- 
rruption, Fob 17. 14. And they who toil'd the moſt, 


and made the greateſt Noiſe and Buſtle in pal- ll 


ſing through this World, muſt go out of it as 


na led as they came into it. 


The Prince and the Peaſant are both alike in 5 
the Grave, The Clods of the Valley, Job 12. 43. 


ſhall cover them; the Vorm will make no Di * 4 


rence, but ſhall feed as {weetly upon the one 
| as the other. Where is now the Beauty of C.-. 
e, and what is now become of all his Pomp 
and Glory ? was aQueſtion ask d by one as he _ 
| ſtood weeping by his Tomb. I may anſwer, he | 
is long ſince crumbled into Duft, and all his | 
Idly Greatneſs, and hig h Titles, — - | 
with him in a cold and —— Grave. Where is 
rhe Houſe of the Prince? was a Queſtion ask'd in 
FJyob's Time: And the Anſwer is, He ſhall be 
brought to the Grave and remain in the Tomb, 
Chap. 21. 28, 32. 
All of you muſt ſhortly put off this "IVES | 
"obs; and be depriv'd of all your Enjoyments, 
Pleaſures, Riches and Honours. O then with _ 
Job, Chap. 14. 14. All the Days of your appointed 
Time wait till your Change comes. Begin this ve- 
ry Day to ſet about the great Concern of your 
Souls, and when to morrow comes, — che 
ame 
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ſame weighty Work, that ſo Day by Daw you 
may provide for another World, and make pro- 
viſion for an happy Eternity. 


III. I come to the Maxim upon which Chriſt 5 


8 Advice and the Reaſon of it is grounded, * = 
f ficient unto the Day is the Evil thercof. 


Evi in Scripture is taken two ways. 
1. As it is the ſame with Sin. 
2. As it is the puniſhment for din. 
There is the Evil of Sin, and the Evil of 0 


Puniſhment. 1 2 
Now the Evilof Puniſhment is ; that which N 
ſeems to be the ſenſe of the Text. The lan- 


guiſhing Sickneſſes, and the ſharp and violent 


wa Pains which afffict and diſturb our Bodies, the 
exceſſive ſadneſs and anguiſh which ſeize upon 
do0ur Souls, and the miſeries which daily attend 
humane Life, are plain and evident demonſtra- 
tions that the g reateſt part of our time is ſpent | 
in Pain, Trouble, and Vexation. Both Sacre! 
and Prophane Writers have fully proſecuted this 
Argument; but I confine myſelf to the Scrip- 
ture. Man "that is born of a Woman hath but a 
ſhort time to Live, and is full of Miſery: He grows 
uf 48 a Flower, and is cut down, be flees away as 
4 Shadow, and never continues in the ſame State. 
| Fob. 14. I. 2. There is no Man upon Earth 
that can boaſt of having paſt one Day without 
ſome Miſery, either inward or outward, 
eerery Day is mark'd with ſome trouble of its 
con, we being continually liable to Accidents 
and Misfortunes, to Infirmities and Diſeaſes, to | 
| Perils and Dangers, to Croſſes and Misfor- 
tunes, and to Hazards and Afflictions. Beſides 
all thoſe Evils from without, there are as 5 many 
which attend us from within. 


Our 


Rn LL 
Our Souls are ruffled and diſcompos'd with 
unruly Luſts, and diſorderly Paſſions which 

War againſt them, our Minds fretted with va- 


rious and tormenting Cares, and our Hearts 
ved with Tribulations and Diſappointments. 


Thus Man goes from Trouble to Trouble, 
and from one Temporal Evil to another; for 


no ſooner are the cares of one Day ended, but 


bae is aſſaulted with new and freſh ones the 


2. Of the Evil of Sin, vix. The many Temp- 


next, and every Morning takes up the load a= 


gain of Vexation and Calamities. 
But tho' J have hitherto diſcours'd of the E- 


vil of Puniſhment, viz. The Croſſes and Ca- 


lamiti es, the Afflictions and Troubles, and the 
Cares and Turmoils of this Life, it will not be 


1 tations the Life of Man is ſurrounded with 
. The Devil whom St. Peter compares to a 
roaring Lion, continually goes about ſeeking whom 


be may devour. 1 Pet. 5. 8. That Adverſary to 
Mankind makes uſe of all his Device, 2 Cor. 


2. 11. and like an indefatigable Enemy ſeeks 


 _ an Advantage againſt us. The World is our 
Enemy alſo, of an intangling and inſnaring 


Nature, aſſaults us with many difficulties and 


oppoſitions, and ruins and deſtroys Multitudes | 


I᷑ here are likewiſe lets and hindrances from 


the Heß, which never leave flattering and cajo- 


| ling till we are intrap'd and intangled in its 
| Ferters. All theſe are cloſe and ſubtle Enemies 
always at hand, and thwart and oppoſe uns 
till Life it ſelf ends. Every Day preſents us 


with new matter for our Spiritual Conflict, and 
opens a new Scene of Snares and Temprations. | 


— 
—— OI. 
cer _ _ 
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Itrelchel Man! How miſerable is thy Con- 
dition? How is thy Life divided between the 
Evil of Puniſhment and the Evil of Sin? The 
miſeries of Humane Nature on the one Hand, 
and the Artifices, Stratagems, and Inticements 
of Satan; the World and the Fleſh on the o- 
ther. Tell me then, why art thou ſo ſollicitous 
for to Morrow? Are not the Conflicts and 
Encounters we daily meet with ſufficient in its 
dun Day? The Devil cares not to be torment- 
* ed before the time. Matt. 8. 29. Why then ſhou'd 
VM an be ſo cruel and vexatious to himſelf as to 
aanticipate his Cares, and aggravate the miſery 
of his Life by anxious Thoughts, and uncertain 
things to come? Sufficient unto the Day à the E- 
Wi vil thereof. To Morrow ſhall have enough of 
| its own trouble and vexation belonging to it. 
Wi Why then ſhou'd this Day bear the burden of 
I | to Morrow ? Why ſhou d the Preſent have tze 
{ | charge of the Future? And why ſhoud to 
#  Morrow's load lie upon the Shoulders of this 
i Day, every Day has care enough of its wn. 
Io conclude this Head. Be content with 
t what you have to Day, and chearfully depend 
* | upon God's Providence for the ſucceſs of to 
| 
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I do not mean you ſhou d abſolutely caſt off all 

1 Care or Proviſion for the preſent neceſſities and 
/ | conveniences of Life; No, that is not Chriſt's 
meaning, as I ſhew'd in the beginning of this 
| Diſcourſe. Take no thopght for to Morrow 18 
 tmited, and 1 es conſiderd, is 

- prudent and reaſonable Advice... 
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Ię᷑ is lawful for you in a prudential way to 
manage thoſe Goods and worldly Poſſeſſions 
God has given and bleſsd you with. That 
which Chriſt forbids in the Text is, the diftrac- | 
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ting. your Minds with anxious, carking, dif- 
_ truſtful, and tormenting Cares, the being dif- 
_ contented with your preſent Lot, and bring- 


ing unneceffary Troubles upon your ſelves; but 
to ſubmit to God's Will, to adhere faithfully to 


his Word, and to put your truſt and confi- 

dence in him. For the Almighty Lord who is 

the /ame Jeſterday, and to Day, will be the ſame 
to Morrow ; and deal by you as a Father by his 


La 


Child, never ſuffer you to want ſuch necefſſa- 


_ Ties of Life as he ſecs fit and convenient, Your 


Heavenly Father knows ye have need of theſe things | 


| Matt. 6. 32. „ 


, Live therefore to Day as if ye were to die 
to Morrow; and if it fo pleaſe God that after 
this Nights repoſe you find your ſelves reſtor'd 


to the buſineſs of the World, then act over alſo 


| that Day in the very ſame manner as the other 
that went before. I come, „ 


Laſth, To conſider what improvement ought 


to be made of what has been deliver de. 
1. The Providence of God governs the 
1 World, and next to the acknowledgement and 
F owning of his Being, nothing is more eſſen- 
| | tial to Religion than a firm belief of that Prin- 


ciple. 5 3 | 


great Governor of the World, and no God 
that did ſuperintend humane Affairs; but that 


Indeed if there was no ſupreme Being, no 


all things went on by chance and blind ne- 


-- | ceſſity, then Men mi ht have reaſon to be | 
| troubled, to murmur, be diſcontented and caſt 


down at ill News, or when things go croſs and 


_ contrary to their Expectation. Bur ſince it is 


Certain there is a God above who (ways all 


the affairs and concernments of Mankind here 
betow, and are RT Is by his Wiſdom, and 
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at his Iffpoſal, it is an irreligious thing in Men 


to make diſmal Complaints, and ſay, they have 
nothing in view but ſad and lamentable Times, as 


if God and his Providence were mere Notbings, 
and not worthy to be taken into their Counſels 
and Deciſions, nt 5 N 


But be not deceived, your Aﬀairs are in 
God's Hands, and He will by his Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs, in due Time upon your commiting 
your ſelves to Him, turn them to the Good ind 
Welfare of his People, and vindicate your dear- 
_ eſt Concerns, notwithſtanding the various and 
_ tricking Attempts of all their Enemies to de- 
ä T-TT- cc Eon 


This is the beſt, the ſafeſt and wiſeſt Courle | 


you can take, and the neareſt to obtain Suc= |} 
cCeeeſs and procure God's Favour on your ſide. 
Commit your way unto the Lord, and put your truſt 
in him, and he ſhall bring it to paſs. PC 
The Salvation of the Righteous cometh of the 
Lord ; who is alſo their Stren 


J. 37. Fo : 


cC 


Trouble. And the Lord ſhall ſtand by them and 
ſave them, he ſhall deliver them from the Ungodly, 
and ſhall ſave them, becauſe they put their truſt in 


bam. v. 40. 41. 


Fold your ſelves in that Calling and Station 
Providence has placed you, and let every Man | 
| ſtudy to be quiet, and do bis own Buſineſs, Thel. 4. 
II. and there is no ſurer way to keep you ſafe 
under your Troubles, whether they be Perſcna! 
or National, Temporal or Spiritual. 


2.᷑. Since it appears that God governs the | 

World, that his Providence over- rules Events, 
and interpoſeth in the Affairs of Mankind as 
he pleaſeth, then put not on the leaſt Diſtruſt, 
or diſquiet your ſelves in Reference to thoſe 
dear Children of yours you ſhall leave behind 


(19) 
you at your Death. Tho Fathers and Modtiery, 
Brothers and Siſters, Friends and Relations die, 
yet the Providence of God never dies. Re- 
Hold I die, ſaid Facob to Foſeph, but God ſhall be 
with you, and bring you again to the Land of 


jour Fathers. Gen. 48. 21. He who took Care of 


them in the Womb, and when they hung on 
their Mother's Breaſt, will not leave them in 


their Life, but will make them the Objects of 


his care and ſpecial love and regard, and ſhew 
| Kindneſs and Concernment for them. 
I do not ſee any Reaſon why People ſhou'd 
give themſelves ſo much Diſturbance, and be 
1o extreamly concern'd about things after they 


are dead and gone, ſeeing not only publick bur 


private Affairs are entirely in Gods diſpoſal, 


- and that private Families as well as publick _ 


Societies are the Objects of his Providence. : 


And there can be no way to prevail with God 


tobe ſo, but to commit your ſelves and Children 
co him; and whatever he deſigns to bring to 


paſt, do you put up your daily Prayers to him, 
for his Blefling and Succeſs, and then lope all 
things ſhall Work together for good for my 5 
and = 5 
3. Since the Providence af God governs 
; al World, then fear not What all the Ad- 


viarſaries of our Church and Religion can do = 


againſt nem. -- 
Look back to Queen Mary's Days, "and os”: | 


how the Providence of God i interpos d for them 
after her ſhort but bloody Reign! After the U- 


ſur pation and great Rebellion, how did the ſame oy 


| miraculous Providence wo derfully bring back 
our Laws and Liberties, and reſtore unto us the 


1 publick and free Proteflion of true Religion and 


Worthip? And how hath the fame. Divine N 


1 3 vidence 


V 
vidence broke the Deſigns, and confounded the 
Devices of ſuch who not many Years ago attemp- 
ted to introduce Tyranny and Arbitrary Govern- 
ment among us. Tho' Saul hated David mortal- 
ly, and hunted him like a Partridge upon the Moun- 
rains, I Sam. 26. 20. yet he cou'd never catch him, 
or come near to do him any Miſchief. Surely there 
is no Inchantment againſt Jacob, neither is there any 
Divination againſt Iſrael, Numb. 23. 23. It will 
be in vain to curſe, v. 8. where God hath bleſs d. 
Our Enemies may ſhew their Teeth,but they can- 
not bite without God's Order and Permiſſion. 
Let Euroclydon blow, let the Adverſaries of 
our Church and State lay their Deſigns as deep 
as Hell, and act with all the Craft, Wiles, De- 
vices, and Policy their turbulent Heads can in- 
vent; yet the God who is above, and whom we 


| ſerve, & able to deliver u, and hath, and can 
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ſoon quaſh all their evil and execrable Practices, 
and take them them in the crafty Wilineſs which they 
%% Bal 192i on 


T The Lord turm d the Counſel of Achitophel into 


__ Fooliſhneſs, 2 Sam. 15. 31. and tho' a great States- 
man he was miſtaken, and his Cœumſel not good 
at that time, Chap. 16. 7. the Lord defeated it, 
v. 14. and when he ſaw bis Counſel as not fol- 
lou d, be banged bimPelf, v. 23. After St. Pauls 
Shipwrack, 4 Viper faſtned on bis Hand, but the 


venomou: Beaſt fell off again, and he felt no Horm. 


| God knows what all the Devils in Hell are 
contriving, and what all ſelfiſh and tricking 


| Men are acting upon Earth. He knows all 
their Devices, their Inclinations, their Doub- 


lings; can confuts all their Policies, and make 


a Man a Fool where he thought himſelf to be 
wile. There are many Devices in May. s Heart, . ne- | ; 


P 70. 


prov. 19. 21. He can produce Good out of 
Evil intended, and by his Þ e orde 
| very thing to prove the Occaſion of Grandeur, | 


rovidence order that 


which was deſign'd for Diſgrace and Infamy. ; 
— ” thought he had gain d a great Point, and 


at he had made the King, the 4rmy, and the, 


Pefple his Friend in undermiving and removing 


ilany 


ce ef rhe Holf of [Irhel, our of the ways 
1 Kings 2. 32, 33. But where did his 


end, eyen upon his own Head, and upon the Head 


of his Seed for ever. 


Fyoſepb b ein ſold into Egypt, and turn d out 

of Potypbar's Houſe with Dilgrace, ended in his 
Honour, Power and Authority. God in his 
Providence fo diſpos d of that ſinful Action, as 


to provide for his Bret hren in a Famine to come. 


1 for Good, that be might ſave much People alive, 
Sen. 50. 20. They had no other Intent, but to 
yent that Fee Malice which their envious 


| bp Hearts had ſuc 


„ 


e d from the Proſperity of their 
Brother. God ſees it, and ſuffers it, and in his 


wWiſe and mighty Diſpenſation derives a Multi- Y 
tude of Bleflings from the bitter Root of ſo 


| the Brethren before God Day and Night, was tlie 


Occaſion of their firm and ſteddy Protection. 


„ by his Providence hath done amazing 4; 


and wonderful things for this Church and Nori. 


on, and he will be the ſame merciful and gra- 
| ious God Hill, if we commit our Cauſe to 
him, and cruſt in him for Nanu and Protec 


tion in the uſe of the means whic 
ee, - 
Ik God ſuffers us to be an infatuated People, 
our crying Sins are the Occaſion of ſo ſe- 
vere and diſmal a Judgment, Our Des: 
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Murmurings, high Provocations, and horrible 
Ingratitude lay us open, and give the common 

Enemy and Oppreſſor an Advantage againſt us 
Alaſs, what N can we expect upon Earth 

when by our Sins we are at open War witg 

Heaven? Or what Agreement can we look for 


from abroad, when we are biting and devour- 


ing one another at home? There is no peace ts | 
the Wicked, ſaith my God. Iſai. $7.21. 


O that we wou'd all unite in the common 


| Intereſt, for the publick Good, for our Re- 


 ligion, Country, Laws, Liberties, Birth-right, and 
 Pzwiledges ! The Sins of the Nation are ſo 
many and heinons, that they have made us 

ripe for Deſtruction. They cry aloud to Heaven 
for Vengeance; becauſe of them our Land 

mourns, and mourn it may for too many of its 


greateſt Inhabitants, who Endeavour to daſh 


Vertue and Piety out of Countenance, and the 
Vogue of the World runs againſt them. For 
when we conſider how void of Religion many 


3 how there is nothing almoſt among us 


the Articles of our Holy Religion have been 


queſtion'd ; there are but little Hopes that God 
ſhou'd be on our ſide, or look with a favourable 
Eye on our Cauſe, be it never fo Juſt and 


| Good. The beft ſervice you can do to your | 
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the moſt proper uſe you can make of your 


Dieliverances and Succeſſes under the late Con- 
duct of the greateſt of Generals, is to be thank- 
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ſul for his great Services, to adorn your Holy 
Religion in your Lives, to fear God and keep 
his Commandments, and diſcountenance Vice, 


and all manner of Atheiſtical and Amichriſtian MY 


Principles. == 
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It is about two hundred Years ſince the R- 
formation began in Germany, and it is ſome time 
| ſhort of that ſince our Church was reform d from 
the Errors and Corruptions of Rome; and the 
way to Enjoy our Reformation longer, which 


coſt ſo much Proteſtant Blood, is to make good © = 


uſe of it. To keep up to the Zealand Piety of 
our firſt Reformers, and that both Clergy and 


L.aity continue ſtedfaſt in the Doctrine, Diſ- 


Apfline and Worſhip of the Eftabliſh'd Church 


J. 
This wou'd be a fair return to Almighty 
Sod for that great Work of being deliverd 


from Popiſh Ignorance and Tyranny, which 
made ſuch Slaves of our Forefathers, and woud 


do the ſame to you if ſhe can trick you into the 
fame Bondage. And God grant we never may 


be: And that you may procure Succeſs to the — 


I great Affairs now in Hand, 


and laſting Peace. 


Service of God, worſhip him according to the 
: Orders of our Reform'd Church, and come to 
24 ſpeedy Repentance for your Sins, as the only _ 
way to obtain the Bleſſing of Heaven upon our 
' preſent undertaking for the procuring a ſecure 


© The great thing we want is Repentance and 


Dunity. If we were once reconcil'd to God, 


” and had put Schiſms, and Factions, and diſtinftions 
of Names far from us, we need not fear any 


| oppriſr, but might have great hopes d 
being an happy and e W 
din à long and exuꝛ 


We have been engag 


penſive War againſt a perfidious Prince, whom 


neither ſolemn Oæth nor Treaties, confirm'd with 
Vows, Promiſes, and Bona fide's can bind to Fi- 
delity and Integrity; and to enlarge his Domini- 


ET IIA 1 


Succeſnon in the 11 
our own, and our Poſterities ſake, and proſper this 
National Church, that fo we of this Nation may never 

de moved. Which God ow for the lake of is 
5 "Shy Ps Tu" Ann. & 1 


ons hath ſpilt Blood Ss. Water, and makes rio FR a 


r Domit ian did Flies. Yet if you wou'd | 
ive to God's 1 and G ory „lay afide your home 
rels, Difſentions, 1 arty Divifions ; who 


ol flaying 0 N ri. 0 than the Roman Em- 


Nd but God wou'd protect us, ſurround us with 


à Troop of Angels, give us a ſecure Peace, or Power 


to ſubdue and overthrow the Common Enemy and Op. : 


a his wou'd be moſt prevalent for obtaining Help ETD 
5 nk Heaven, for directing the Counſels of 1 es 
| Zors to a right End as to have moſt happ 5 
that the Peace in view may have a 8 1 —— 0 
5 png continue for many Ages, for 48% of Judge- 
: ocuring Mercies, and cauſe God to bring to 
Ligkt oh 


corrupt. Faker of Marchiatvilian Coun- 


ſellours, 


God be thank'd, we ve kithend Fat lafe aucker - 


our own Vines, and under our own Fig-Trees, have 
not been Plunder 'd, turn'd out of our Houſes and 
hs Habitations, nor expos d to Fire and Sword. A. 
And were thee 1 oughts often in our Minds, 1 2 
probability they wou'd make us a more gateful and ” 
8 * People. 2 „ 
8 eien you may rativhali detalles ett 
7 a e will defend and efteem us if we live in his 
| Fear, promote his Honour and Worſhip , advance 
8 . rr and become new Creature. 


O may we all repent and turn our ſelves from al! 


dur Tranigreſſions, that fo Iniquity Nr not be our 


Ruin. 


O Lord! Bleſs the Queen, peeſerr ks thee 
ſe of fe rode — 


if * l 


